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in the short term, they are contributing to the destruction of the world’s vital 
oxygen supply. Experts estimate the following:

We are losing 137 plant, animal and insect species every day due to rainforest 
deforestation. That equates to 50,000 species a year. As the rainforest species 
disappear, so do many possible cures for life-threatening diseases. Currently, 
121 prescription drugs sold worldwide come from plant-derived sources. 
While 25 percent of Western pharmaceuticals are derived from rainforest 
ingredients, less than 1 percent of these tropical trees and plants have been 
tested by scientists.16

People across the world are part of an emerging global order and share in its 
successes and failures.

The Changing Definition  
of Citizenship in a Global Era

What do rock star and U2 front man Bono, Muhammad Yunus, and Wangari 
Maathai have in common? All have taken it upon themselves to participate 
directly in efforts to protect the earth, promote prosperity, and advocate for 
peace. Rock star Bono has championed the plight of Africa’s poor, cofounding 
the nonprofit organization DATA (Debt, AIDS, Trade, Africa) to fight poverty 
and disease. As founder of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, Muhammad 
Yunus received the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 2006 for pioneering the microlend-
ing movement that provides loans to 
the poorest of the poor. Wangari 
Maathai of Kenya was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for her 
activities on behalf of the Green Belt 
Movement, an organization seeking 
to reduce poverty and protect the 
environment through community-
based tree planting. She continued to 
work tirelessly to improve the lives of 
others until her death in 2011.

Understanding the contributions 
of renowned rock stars, bankers, and 
environmentalists is one thing, but 
where do regular individuals fit in? What role can they play in the global com-
munity? Beyond having a framework for understanding the globalized world of 

Where Do You  
Come From?

Have you ever moved?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

Have you lived in another state or province?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

Have you lived in a country other than where you were born?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

How Do You
Connect?


